Ente di gestione delle aree protette del Ticino e del
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Tel.: +39 011 4320011
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The park can be visited on
foot at any time.

The circulation of unau-
thorized vehicles is forbid-
den inside the park.

The transit of cars that

transport disabled or elder-
ly people (over 65 years) is
allowed on working Thurs-
days from 9 am to 6 pm
and on working Saturday
from 9 am to 11 am.
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1. Casina Blu | Biblioteca

2. Cascina Emilia
Sede Istituzionale
Aula didattica

3. Valfenera Superiore
(Ristoro)

4. Casina Rossa

5. Cascina Comandante

6. Cascina Merlo

7. Cascina Bigatta
8. Cascina Filarmonica
9. Cascina Lorenzo

10.  Torre Martini

Area

11.  Pometo

12.  Viale Ippocastani

13.  Faggeta

14.  La Mer de Glace

15.  Acereto

16.  Lariceto

17.  Ciliegi Giapponesi

18.  Betulleto

19.  Rododendri Area
Superiore

20. Conca dei Rododendri

21.  Viale dei Liriodendri

22, Narcisi

23.

Area Mediterranea

March
. Crocus - Camellias - Eriche -
¢ Narcissus - Cherry trees

© April
¢ Forsizie - Magnolie - Spiree

May
¢ Azalee - Rhododendron - Ci-

. stus - Cornus

: June
¢ Roses - Kalmie - Liriodendri -
- Cysts - Chestnut trees

July

Hydrangeas

August
Hydrangeas - Calluna

September
Eriche

October
Apple trees

Foliage
Maple

Plants

24.

25.

Sequoia Sempreverde
Cipresso Calvo
Faggio Asplenifolia
Cipresso di Monterey
Sequoia Gigante

Albero dei fazzoletti
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Parking Library

@ Camper area

Archaeological site

Park and Center
Refreshment point @ Office of

Environmental
Education

Q Panoramic Point

— = = Footpaths

Y
‘Pathway
razione Burcina



The Burcina

Not very far from Biella, the
Burcina Park “E Piacenza”
Nature Reserve is a unique hi-
storical garden park. Located
on the homonymous “Brich
Burcina”, a gently sloping
hill near the Alps of Biella, its
origins date back to the mid-
1800s, when Giovanni and
then Felice Piacenza transfor-
med the hill into an informal

park, according to the style of
an English landscape garden
of the 1700s. The park is cha-
racterized by the incredible
variety of species, the blooms
of which annually follow one
another almost uninterrupte-
dly up to the beautiful autumn
colors. The rich collection of
conifers and the apple orchard
must not be forgotten, planted
with the aim of recovering an-
cient varieties of apples.

... all the year around

Burcina Park is characterized
by the extreme variety of the
species present; the protagonists
are rhododendrons which, at
the end of May, offer wonder-
ful blooms going from white
to pink, red and lilac. Different
varieties of beech can be found
along the paths, together with
oaks and many cultivars of ma-
ple, rowan, birch, flowering
cherry trees, the Handkerchief
tree, the Parrotia Persica native
to the Middle East and the tulip
tree. In the sheltered Mediterra-

nean area of the park are cork
oak, olive trees, cistus, myrtle,
arbutus and lavender.

The collection of conifers is very
rich: there are both the Sequoia
sempervirens, native to North
America and among the very first
ones to be introduced in Europe
and the Sequoiadendron gigan-
teum native to California. The
blooms follow one another all
year round; in March, when the
snow gives way to the crocuses
and daffodils in the meadows,
in April with the Japanese cher-

ry trees with their very delicate
blooms, the rhododendrons at
the end of May, whilst the blue
and white hydrangeas arrive
at the end of July and finally in
October with the Calluna vul-
garis. The autumn colors take
on extraordinary shades with
warm and bright tones and the
Burcina Park becomes an ide-
al place for the observation of
the autumn foliage. During the
cold winter days in January, the
delicate white flower of Prunus
subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’ blooms.

Rhododendros

The rhododendrons of the
park, which blossom almost
simultaneously in the second
half of May, have been classi-
fied as “large flower hybrids”.
Planted by Felice Piacenza
between 1892 and 1925, they
come from species native to
the Himalayan and Caucasus
regions and from nursery gar-
dens in Belgium and northern
France.

Almost all of them have been
grafted onto Rhododendron

ponticum, a very vigorous
species native to the Caucasus,
which produces a lilac-color-
ed flower and is becoming
naturalized in the park. Their
development is undoubtedly
favored by the wet and rainy
climate and the acidic nature
of the soil.

Centenarian  plants  have
reached considerable dimen-
sions: 1,210 specimens have
been registered by the Univer-
sity of Turin.

Archeology

The first archaeological finds
on the Burcina hill date back
to 1959: during the excava-
tion work on the summit,
the stone structure of a tomb
came to light. The finds, to-
day resting in the “Museo del
Territorio Biellese” (Biella
Territory Museum) allow us
to date the first settlements
on the Burcina hill at the be-
ginning of the ‘Bronze Age’
(2200 - 900 B.C.).

During the Middle Bronze
Age (1700 - 1350 B.C.) these
settlements were temporar-
ily abandoned due to the in-
creasing importance assumed
by the lacustrine settlements
of Viverone, characterized
by a remarkable metallurgi-
cal production. In the later
Bronze Age (1350 — 1200
B.C.), the Burcina Park be-
came the most representative
centre of the territory, as con-

firmed by the objects found
(the Canegrate culture).

The presence of a village is as-
sumed to have been there on
natural and artificial terraces
throughout the period be-
tween the end of the Bronze
Age (1100 - 900 B.C.) and
the early Iron Age (800 - 400
B.C.) The ceramic materials
found can be attributed to the
Golasecca culture.

Environmental education




